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The petition was considered by Council in its meeting of 26 May. As you would be aware,
Council found a number of impediments to the installation of dedicated bike lanes along this
route. While the significant reduction in local amenity for those living, working and visiting
the area from a loss of onstreet parking was a consideration, Council also found that cyclist
safety could not be guaranteed due to the large number of residential driveways along Sylvan
Road. Further complications were found with the nine intersections along Sylvan Road
requiring significant upgrade or changes to the signal operations to accommodate a separated
bike lane.

As a result, Council decided to monitor safety and the use of cycling facilities on Sylvan
Road. While no further works are proposed at this time, I can assure you that Council will
continue to investigate a long term outcome that balances the needs of the whole community
including businesses, residents, visitors and cyclists. I have asked Mr Enright to work with the
CBD BUG to ensure we can capture your concerns and work with the Toowong community
to overcome the impediments listed above.

I also acknowledge your concern about the use of ‘truck and dog’ trailers within urban
environments. As you know, the coronial inquiry into the death of Ms Rebekka Meyer
occurred on 19 to 21 August. As the coronial inquest remains ongoing, it would be
inappropriate for Council to comment at this time. However, I can assure you that Council
will work closely with the Coroner and bicycle user groups, such as the CBD BUG, to
implement any recommendations that can improve safety for our cyclists.

If you would like to discuss these matters further, please contact Mr Enright on 3403 8888.

I would also like to acknowledge your feedback about the Toowong to Indooroopilly
commuter bikeway project. I can confirm work on this project is now complete and Council
considers that this route provides a safe and direct route between Toowong and Indooroopilly
for both recreational and commuter cyclists.

The roundabout treatment at the Gailey Road Fiveways has been designed to improve the
safety and efficiency for all road users. The new line marking/road surface treatments increase
vehicle deflection on the approach to and while travelling through the roundabout, which acts
to reduce the speed of vehicles. These changes have been made to improve motorist’s reaction
time to crossing pedestrians, cyclists turning right and vehicles already on the roundabout.

I have noted your comment about the potential for conflict points due to the bicycle lanes
marked on approach to the roundabout. The treatment provides a visible delineated space for
bike riders entering the roundabout and ensures adequate space exists for all road users. The
bike lanes also highlight that the route is a key cycle route and road users approaching the
roundabout should be aware of cyclists. However, as noted in your letter, recent changes to
the Queensland Road Rules state that cyclists are no longer required to travel in the bicycle
lane when approaching a roundabout, if safe to do so.

I also wish to acknowledge your comment regarding the relevant speed for cyclists travelling
through a roundabout. As noted in your letter, Austroads have released an assessment of the
effectiveness of onstreet bicycle lanes at roundabouts including recommendations for
appropriate speed for cyclists. It is important to note that this assessment has not yet been
adopted as part of the current Austroads guidelines. As such, motorists and cyclists should use
caution when travelling through a roundabout.
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